
Allotments Annual Meeting 2009 
 

Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Thursday 19th 
November 2009 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 Present Councillor V Crosby 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 

 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor W Curtis and 
Mr E G Leadbitter. 
 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The Chairman welcomed tenants to the meeting and explained the format of 
the meeting. 
 
Winner of the Best Allotment 2009 
 
The allotment judged to be the best over this year was plot no. 10 at Clarence 
Chare allotment site, tenanted by Mr Kevin Cooper with assistance from his 
son, Mr Michael Cooper.  The Chairman presented Mr Cooper’s wife, Marilyn 
and Michael with the Ken Woodhall Trophy, a framed certificate and memento 
trophies. 
 
Allotment Officer’s Report 
 
Mr Thompson presented a financial statement for allotments prepared by the 
Council’s Finance Manager detailing the cost of allotment provision. 
 
Mr Thompson explained to tenants the cost of allotment provision for the 
financial year 2008/09, the projected outturn of allotment provision for the 
financial year 2009/10 and the proposed estimates for allotment provision in 
the financial year 2010/2011 including the double taxation grant from Durham 
County Council. 
 
Capital expenditure on allotments was also explained to tenants which 
included fencing works at Clarence Chare and St Oswalds allotments and 
also estimates for additional security fencing at Finchale Road and Byerley 
Park which were being considered by members for inclusion in the capital 
expenditure programme for 2010/11. 
 
Proposals to reduce the waiting list for allotments by extending the allotment 
site at St Oswalds were also outlined. 
 



Mr Thompson answered several questions from the tenants in relation to his 
report and the financial statement and explained the double taxation grant and 
the cost of the park patrol officers for the allotments. 
 
Allotment Rents 
 
Mr Thompson advised tenants of the rents for each allotment site for 
2010/2011 and that the reduced rents scheme would no longer apply to any of 
the allotment sites. 
 
Tenants from Clarence Chare questioned why the rents for allotments in 
Newton Aycliffe were higher than those of some authorities in the local area. 
 
Mr Thompson replied that the Council’s Charges Working Group considered 
the rental charges of several other local authorities in the area before 
determining Great Aycliffe Town Council’s rents.  Although some authorities’ 
charges were lower, others were higher with the Town Council’s rents for 
allotments falling within the national average which was between £25 and 
£35. 
 
Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 
The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites following 
tenants forming individual site groups within the meeting. 
 
1 Aycliffe Village 
 
i) Tenants requested that additional aggregate be placed on the slope 

leading from the eastern exit of the allotment as the area was 
becoming uneven. 

 
 Mr Thompson agreed to provide additional aggregate for the slope. 
 
ii) Tenants asked if the height of the hedge on the eastern boundary 

could be reduced. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to reduce the height of the hedge. 
 
2 Byerley Park 
 
i) Mr Hare reported that a large branch was hung up in the ash tree, 

adjacent to plot no. 10 and requested that it was removed. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to remove the hung up branch. 
 
3. Finchale Road 
 
i) The tenants reported problems accessing some allotments with trailer 

loads of manure and asked if an alternative vehicle entrance point 
could be provided at the Western end of the site. 



 
Mr Thompson explained that the land in question did not belong to the 
council and was formerly owned by Sedgefield Borough Council.  He 
agreed to investigate present land ownership and look into the 
feasibility of the tenants’ request. 

 
ii) Tenants reported that water was standing on the entrance road into the 

allotment site and asked if this area could be drained. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to meet tenants on site the next morning to 
discuss the problem. 

 
4. St Oswalds 
 
i) Tenants reported that the padlock was missing from the gates leading 

into the plantation on the southern boundary of the site. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to provide a new padlock. 
 
ii) Tenants reported that the hawthorn hedging next to the road leading to 

the new allotment plots needed trimming to avoid branches scraping 
passing vehicles. 

 
Mr Thompson agreed to trim the hawthorn hedging. 

 
iii) Tenants were concerned that the grass strip between the rows of new 

plots was uneven in places and the watering point positions were 
making access with wheelbarrows difficult. 

 
Mr Thompson explained that the maintenance of the grass strip 
between the plots was the tenants’ responsibility as per their allotment 
agreement.  However it was agreed that bark chippings from winter 
tree work would be provided to try to level the uneven areas. 
 
The watering points were due to be realigned during the winter period 
to make access along the footpath easier. 

 
5. Clarence Chare 
 
i) Tenants reported water standing on some allotments and requested 

that the Council consider draining these areas. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to meet tenants the following morning to discuss 
the problem of standing water. 

 
ii) Tenants requested that the Council provide toilet facilities for female 

tenants on the site. 
 

Mr Thompson explained that if the Council was to consider the tenants’ 
request, then it was reasonable to expect that the same facilities 



should be extended to all the allotment sites and not just Clarence 
Chare. 
 
Mr Thompson asked the female tenants present from the other 
allotment sites if they would like the Council to consider toilet facilities 
for their respective sites.  They said that they did not. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to report Clarence Chare’s Tenants’ request for 
toilet facilities to a future meeting of the Council’s Environment 
Committee for consideration. 

 
iii) Tenants requested that the composting bays installed by the Council 

should be moved to a location next to the tipping area. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to look into the tenants’ request but explained 
that the location of the bays had been previously agreed with tenants 
before their installation and there would be costs incurred to relocate 
them. 

 
iv) Tenants reported that poultry had been stolen from poultry site no. 3 

and asked if barbed wire could be installed along the top of the fencing. 
 

Mr Thompson advised that this incident should be reported to the 
Police and due to health and safety implications, no barbed wire could 
be installed.  Mr Thompson explained the role of the Council’s newly 
appointed Park Patrol Officers who would be visiting allotments sites in 
the future to try to deter this sort of crime and also to prevent 
vandalism. 

 
Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting. 


